
JURY: CLEANTECH HERO – CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
 

Flanders Investment & Trade 
Claire Tillekaerts 
CEO 
 
 
Claire Tillekaerts (°Ghent 1957) CEO/Managing Director of Flanders Investment & Trade, holds a 
Master's degree in Law and a postgraduate diploma in Management. 
 
For 20 years, Claire Tillekaerts was a lawyer admitted to the Ghent bar and combined that role with 
teaching at Ghent University. During her final year studying Law, she specialised in administrative law, 
among other things. At the bar, she mainly practised commercial law and international commercial 
law, company law, insurance law and family law. 
 
In 2001, she was asked to set up the legal department of the Hogeschool Gent, among other things, 
to steer the merger with other higher education institutions in the right direction, to set up 
international research and development funds and to act as an adviser during the establishment of 
the Ghent University Association. 
 
In 2005, she obtained a diploma in Management, after which she took up the position of Managing 
Director at Flanders Investment & Trade in October 2006. In 2012, she became CEO/Managing 
Director. 
 
She is a member of the Boards of Directors of the Belgian public credit insurer ONDD, the Agency for 
Foreign Trade, Flemings in the World, Flanders House in New York, the Liaison Agency Flanders-Europe 
(VLEVA), De Warande, Ghent University, the Concertgebouw Brugge and CIFAL, is the Chair of the 
Flanders International Film Festival Ghent, the Chair of the Council of Regency and member of the 
Remuneration and Nomination Committee of the National Bank of Belgium and of the Management 
Committee of the Belgian Commissariat-General for International Exhibitions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
VITO  
Dirk Fransaer 
CEO  

 

Dirk Fransaer is the Managing Director of VITO, the Flemish Institute for Technological Research, the 
largest research institute in Belgium. VITO focuses on interdisciplinary research into cleantech, on 
sustainable development and on pilot installations and demonstrators in order to de-risk research 
for companies and thereby strengthen the economic and social fabric of Flanders.  

Before joining VITO, he worked as an assistant professor in the Laboratory for Hydraulics at Ghent 
University, at Baxter, a large American pharmaceutical company, in the area of artificial organs, and 
for 13 years at Eurosense as a project engineer in the field of earth observation and remote sensing.  

He is the author and co-author of more than 30 scientific papers published in national and 
international journals. 

Dirk is Chairman of LIBOVITO, a wholly owned subsidiary in Beijing, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of VITO ME (Qatar), Chairman of the Board of Directors of VITO Arabia (Dubai), Director of 
VITO Asia (Hong Kong), Chairman of the Audit Committee and Chairman of the Training Evaluation 
Board of the University of Antwerp, member of the Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Science 
and the Arts and Honorary Professor of Engineering at KU Leuven. 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Circular Flanders 
Brigitte Mouligneau 
Transition Manager Circular Economy 
 
 
 
Brigitte Mouligneau obtained a Master's degree in Law at KU Leuven. During the first 15 years of her 
career, she worked in European and international relations for the Faculty of Law of KU Leuven and 
for the Flemish government. In 2007, she became Head of Department of the Flemish Government 
Staff Department.  From her focus on the more complex, long-term challenges, her interest in 
sustainable transitions and network management grew. In 2015-2016, she was briefly self-employed 
and obtained a postgraduate degree in Mediation in Administration. In 2016, she then took up a 
position as a project manager at Flanders Circular. Two years later, she was appointed by the 
competent Ministers of the Environment and of Economy and Innovation as Transition Manager at 
Flanders Circular. Together with the public-private partnership Flanders Circular, she is working on the 
transition towards a circular economy in Flanders.     
    



 
 

 
 
 
Agoria  
Dries Vanneste  
Expert & Project Manager Circular Economy & Sustainability 
 
 
 
Dries Vanneste completed his degrees in History and European Politics at KU Leuven in 2012. 
Subsequently, Dries worked at the Permanent Representation of Belgium to the EU and at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. From 2014, he was active as a Consultant at Hill+Knowlton Strategies, where he 
advised several national & international clients on a variety of European policy themes. Since 2016, 
Dries has fulfilled the roles of expert & project manager circular economy & sustainability at Agoria, 
the federation of the technology industry. In that role, he closely monitors European, national and 
regional regulations, assists companies in translating the circular economy into viable business cases 
and manages a variety of circular economy projects.  
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Cleantech Flanders  
Frans Snijkers  
Director  

 

 

Frans Snijkers (°1963) Director of Cleantech Flanders/holds a bachelor's degree in Sciences from 
Hasselt University and a Master's degree in Sciences, Chemistry Group, from the Catholic University 
of Leuven. 

Frans Snijkers worked for 14 years at Philips, now Philips Electronics nv. He began his career as a 
scientific collaborator in research into thermal cathodes and innovative display technologies at the 
Philips Research Laboratories in Eindhoven, the Netherlands. This was followed by a period of 9 years 
as project manager in the product and process development of thermal cathodes and cathode ray 
tubes at Philips Display Components in Eindhoven.  

 
After 14 years of research and development in the industry, he became researcher/project leader and 
later team leader in the Ceramic Materials and Powder Metallurgy team at the Flemish Institute for 
Technological Research (VITO nv). Besides project acquisition, he played an active part in several 
international, mainly European, projects and projects for Flemish companies. He has organised and 
co-organised conferences, has jointly supervised doctoral projects, and is the author or co-author of 
about 100 papers in international scientific journals and about a dozen patents. 
In 2018, he joined the Cleantech Flanders team that conducts international promotion for the Flemish 
ecosystem in the field of innovative cleantech. 
 
Frans Snijkers represents VITO nv on the Board of Directors of VLOOT, the Flemish umbrella 
organisation for technology providers.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


